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GOVERNING BODY BRIEFING 

 
Thursday 28th May 2020 at 5.00pm 

  
GOVERNORS PRESENT: 
 
Membership:  

 
Parent Co-opted Authority Trust Staff 
 Mr S Gascoine (Chair) 

Mr M Dixon  
Ms E Humm 

Mr J Humm Ms W Levingbird 
 

Mrs J Bowers-
Broadbent 

 
 
Also in attendance: 
Ms A Money, Business Director and Clerk 
 

NOTES 
 

Online meeting started at 5.00pm  

PURPOSE OF BRIEFING  

The purpose of the briefing was to enable the Acting Headteacher to update 
governors about the work being undertaken: 
 

• in preparation for the return of primary pupils in Reception, Year 1 and 
Year 6  

• ongoing provision for key worker and vulnerable pupils 

• remote learning update 

• interaction with Year 10 pupils 
 
Two documents would be circulated to governors shortly: a risk assessment 
based on the LA model document and the Buxton School recovery plan. 

 

  

RE-OPENING OF PRIMARY YEAR GROUPS  

In line with government guidance, the school was preparing to re-open the 
school over a period of weeks starting on the 1st June. Classes will be referred 
to as ‘bubbles’ and each bubble will have a ratio of 1 adult to 10 pupils. 
 
Week beginning the 1st June - staff training, setting up of classroom and other 
facilities in line with social distancing guidance, emergency evacuation 
procedures, lunchtime arrangements etc. 
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Week beginning 8th June – Reception year group to return. Following phone 
calls to parents, it appears that approximately 20 pupils will return although this 
could change. 
 
Year 1 and Year 6 will return in the weeks following and will be organized on 
the same basis. Current parental responses indicate that 20 Year 1 pupils and 
40 Year 6 pupils are likely to return. 
Proposed timings of the school day will be as follows: 
 

• Reception and Year 1 – 8:55am to 2:30pm 

• Year 6 – 9:30am to 3:00pm 
 
They will also use different entrances and exits to ensure social distancing. 

  

Unions were requesting that the school follows their guidance but it was noted 
that this didn’t always correspond with government guidance e.g. unions want 
staff to wear masks which is not what government guidance reflects. 

 

  

The risk assessment (based on the LA model document) was being 
customized and would then be shared with union reps and staff. It was 
confirmed that the school was working in line with government and public 
health guidance. 

 

  

Governors noted that if staff refused to return to work, HR advise that the 
school engages and follows its staff absence policy and procedures. Recent 
advice has clarified which people fall into the BAME and extremely vulnerable 
categories. Each case would be reviewed on a case-by-case basis. If there 
were not enough staff returning to work to operate the 1:10 ration of adults to 
pupils, governors would have to decide if the school could re-open. 

 

  

KEY WORKER & VULNERABLE PUPILS  

The provision for key worker and vulnerable pupils has been ongoing since the 
beginning of lockdown. Numbers attending had fluctuated for various reasons. 

 

  

From the 1st June this will be managed by the secondary team with weekly 
attendance registers submitted to the LA and not the DfE. 

 

  

REMOTE LEARNING   

Learning resources continue to be available to pupils across the school. 
Moving forward this could be managed and resources by those staff working 
from home.  

 

  

YEAR 10 ENGAGEMENT  

The government guidance had shifted and now focused on bringing Year 10 
pupils into school. Governors noted that the school was considering targeting 
pupils without any IT access at home and those who had not engaged in on-
line learning first. Work would be undertaken to identify what work had been 
done and where there were gaps in learning.  

 

  

Governor Gascoine left the meeting 5.32pm  
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Governors J Humm, Dixon and Levingbird voiced their support for the Acting 
Headteacher and the measures put in place following government and public 
health guidance. This did not mean that governors supported the government’s 
decision to re-open schools in principle. Governor Levingbird agreed to 
feedback to Governor Gascoine.   

 

  

Governor E Humm joined the meeting at 5.40pm  

  

Governor E Humm stated that she would follow government guidance 
regarding the wearing of masks by school staff but that she was aware of at 
least one teacher who wanted to wear a mask in school. 

 

  

The Acting Headteacher had met with union reps last week and suggested that 
the risk assessment was shared with them first and adjust what she could 
before sharing with a wider audience. 

 

  

Governor E Humm wanted to know if wearing a mask could be optional. The 
Acting Headteacher explained that: 
 

• government guidance states that it is not necessary 

• creates a false sense of security 

• it could be frightening for young children  

• parents would then want their children to wear them 

• staff would then have to manage children wearing masks, which 
reduces social distancing  

 

  

All governors present supported the risk assessment. The next step would be 
to send the document to the LA for approval; once this had been done it would 
be reviewed and approved by a third party. 

 

  

The Acting Headteacher proposed to hold a further briefing towards the end of 
June to update governors.  

 

  

The meeting closed at 6.05pm  

  

  

  

  

  

 


